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CONFIDENTIAL: To be treated as strictly confidential until released for publication 
as follows - 
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MORNING PAPERS .. THURSDAY, 27TH JULY, 1939. 


EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT - JUNE QUARTER, 1939. 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, which offer 
some indication of the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia 
have been issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson). 


Employment_in Factories. The number of persons employed in Australian 
factories in 1937-38 was 24% greater than in the pre-depression year of 1928-29, and 

7% greater than in the year 1936-37. When the growth in employee population is taken 
into account, the 1937-38 index number was 11% greater than the 1928-29 index and 6% 


greater than the index for 1936-37. 


During 1937-38 the latter index rose steadily for the first six months, 
and after the seasonal fall in January, 1938 reached the peak (14% above the 1928-29 
index) for the recovery period in iiarch, 1938. It declined slightly in the closing 
months of 1937-38 to a level about 7% higher than the average for 1936-37. Although 
this index has remained fairly constant during 1938-39, the liay figure.is slightly be- 
low the average for 1937-38. 


A comparison of factory employment in May, 1939 (the latest month for 
which figures are available for all States) with May, 1938, shows the following esti- 
mated percentage changes:- New South Wales, -3.1; Victoria, -4.53; Queensland, +2.6; 
South Australia, -4.9; Western Australia, -1.8; Tasmania, +0.8; Australia, -2.4 {or 
taking account of the growth of employee population, -4.4). 


Employment_in Retail Stores. The index number for Australia for the 
year 1937-38 indicates a 28% increase in employment since July, 1933 (the first date 
for which figures are available), and a 2% increase since 1936-37. When the growth of 
employee population is taken into account the increases are 22% since July, 1933 and 

2% since 193637. For the twelve months ended May, 1939, this latter index showed a 
slight improvement over the corresponding period ended May, 1938, but for each of the 
three months ended May, 1939, the indexes were slightly below those for the corres- 


ponding months of 1937-38. 


A comparison of employment in retail stores in May, 1939 (the latest 
month for which figures are available for all States) with May, 1938, shows the 
following estimated percentage changes:- New South Wales, +1.6; Victoria, nil; 
Queensland, +1.8; South Australia, -2.6; Western Australia, -1.7; Tasmanis, +6.3; 
Australia, +0.8 (or, taking account of the growth of employee population, -0.8). 
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Number of Employees, 1928-29 


Period 


Index for 1926-27 


1937 « 


1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 


1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 


May 

June 

July (a) 
August 
September 


' New South 
Wales 











F. 44,581;] F. 51,198; F. 7,855; 
T.174,120 | 1T.149,266 T.43,436 
Mel Fay T. | Mei F.| @. 

100} 98] 99 99 
99| 971 98 99 

1.00 ]100 |100 100 
90} 91] 90 94 
68| 75] 70 84 
66; 79| 69 79 
73| 86} 76 82 
821 94] 85 88 
931107] 97 94 

104 }116 |107 99 

112 ]125 {115 106 

121 1134}124 114 

115 /128]119 107 

117 }128}120 110 

117 1128}120 114 

118 {131/121 119 

119 }133/122 118 


M.129,539; 


(Base: Average for year 1928-29 = 100) 
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MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT - EXCLUDING WORKING PROPRIETORS (a) 
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The indexes for 1937-28 are based on the final factory returns. 
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Period 


1937 = October 
November 
December 
1938 - January 
February 
March 
April 
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June 

July (b) 
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April 
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OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT - EXCLUDING WORKING PROPRIETORS 































































(Continued ) 
Australia | 

ae ae Index di- 

Reais ou Western : : vided by 

pe Perse AMER EUS Australia| Australia ean Unadjusted! Index of 

Index Employee 
Population 
Mo Bie he hited sah ha ike yates aoa eddeay oles Te. One noe Mee a ew ee 
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135/130) 134/797 1122 11131125 129 eS 12 US 1s | 134). L 29 133 
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128!123}126}119 11301121 }114 {122/115 130105 }124| 123 |128 119 4110 
129 1e2 E27 (E18 1128 120 |Li6 i la2 117 131101 1124) 123 |127 110 110 
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127/111)125|114/118}120/118 137} 126 |134) 120}131 114|109 
126]}116}127/118 LISTS ( 134] 122 |129) 122|125 109108 
150 147 92 49 
21 ; 46 62 oe 56 


8 20 SC I | RTT PRE SERIA LS EE 


on the basis of the 1937-38 final figures. 


(b) 


After June, 1938, indexes are based on sample returns, and maic 
the assumption that the change in masculinity in the six 


States 


than New South Wales for which State sample masculinity figures 
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From July, 1938, the indexes have been computed 


end female 


indexes for Australia are calculated on 


is equal to the change in the five States other 


are not available. 


MALES EMPLOYED IN FACTORIES AS PERCENTAGE OF ALL PERSONS 


a! 
me Ome ee a one 


EMPLOYED IN FACTORIES 


Se ee nn Ta ipatemnhensteiieemmtieenned mite 














| New ibaa, | South |Western siete ont 
Year South Victoria |*y7" 7°” | Aus- | Aus- me AUSTRALIA 
Wales Bee |_tralia | tralia permenant 
1926-27 74.8 66.3 83.8 | 82.4 | 81.7 80.2 
1927-28 74.8 66.2 83.2 | 82.0 pense 11.6 
1928-29 74.4 65-7 81.9 | €2.0 | 81.0 iT ge 
1929~30 74.1 65.1 81.9 | 81,7 | 80.3 78.2 
1930-31 72 64.4 81.6 L se0sge ty Ge 77.5 
1931-32 Oe 7 62.1 80.8 7856 | 77.6 76.6 
1932-33 120 62.2 79.8 78.5 | 78.2 76.4 
1933-34 Ts 63.2 peel 798 78.9 717.9 
1934-35 71.8 tel. 1 97 80.8 719.4 78.0 
1935-36 Uae 65.3 | 80.0 81.2 SOT, » } 8x6 
1936-37 12.2 66.1 80.1 81.6 80.3 80.0 
1937-38 ype 66.6 80.6 81.9 80.2 80.3 
1937 = 
May ya.3 65.6 80.3 82.3 80.5 80.3 
| June 72.7 bee Shee 82.4 80.6 80.0 
| July 12.7 66.6 61.4 82.6 80.9 79.8 
August 72.4 66.3 gi ee S203 80.6 80.0 
September 1280 66d MU fal 82.0 80.1 81.1 
October ere 66.3 80.8 81.8 79.9 80.9 
November 72.3 66.4 80.7 82.0 79.8 81.4 
December Wie ie 6G / Oar 82.4 80.0 silo! 
1938 - 
January 73.4 57.8 79.8 6223 80.3 80.0 
February 72.4 66.3 79.5 81.7 80.1 79.9 
March ce 66.2 80.0 | 81.4 80.4 79.4 
April Pea 66.6 | 80.4 Ki bia, we! ates 80.2 
May 92.3 66.8 80.6 Ct Bit. UN eOne 80.0 
June 7206 Boo. 4 BOu8 | BieT 1 30.8 79.8 
July (a) Nea. 67.0 81.05 | 82.3 | 80.5 79.4 
August nea. 66.0 | 81.8 Givgd 79.9 79.3 
September nea, 66.1 | 81.7 81.1 79.8 80.1 
October Neae 66.7 80.6 80.9 Pent BOne 
November Mietive 66.9 1 80.7 Oilers 79.7 81.4 
December MiciGie 67.8 WAG | 81.4 79.9 SL) 
1939 - | 
January Nedo 69.2 798 81.5 80.0 79.7 
February NeGe 67.0 79.6 81.8 (I 78.3 
March Witeielve 66.1 79.4 Sule 719.8 TS)a 5) 
April Neds 65.5 80,1 81.7 TOOT 78.5 
May Nee 67.3 30.5 Ve | ecio 











neae not available. 


Note: This table has been revised to exclude working 
proprietors. 


(a) From July, 1938, the percentages are based on estimates com- 
puted from returns from "sample" factories. 


(b) From July, 1938, the percentage for Australia is calculated 
on the assumption that the change in masculinity in the six 
States is equal to the change in the five States, other 
+han New South Wales, for which sample masculinity figures 
are not available. 
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MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN RETATL STORES 
(Base: July, 1933 = 100) 


aaa na 












_ MMMM sao ra 
New 4 South | Western | Index di- 
Month Coe ee een ee |! Aes Tas- vided by 
Genes, f TOP+2 vend tralia| tralia |™nie@ j Index of 
Employee 
ere LE a) Ua (ee ee eee Populatio 
Index for - 
1933-34 103 107 101 99 106 
1934-35 aia: iLalss} 106 105 108 
1935~36 118 130 109 110 112 
1936~37 124 L3¥. TARE TEs LILY) 
1937-38 ee 14) i? 116 sles 
1937 - 
May 126 138 lel: 143 aie 
June 126 141 TO eS 121 
July 129 WT ILTUG, TTS) 124 
August 126 83 110 LIES: eee 
September 126 235 110 113 123 
October 127 do. || 1 70 114 123 
November 129 143 110 116 a5 
December 144 re aot 123 126 138° 
1938 - 
January 128 144 cyl 122 126 
February mesa Wig Thala 116 124 
March 128 3.40 110 5 123 
April 129 140 ale IY, 125 
May 129 141 1i2 Hes 126 
June ishil 142 ies} 114 126 
July 134 139 AAL WZ ESO 
August 129 135 ghz 3 beat 
September 128 TSA nde 114 
October 129 14.2 110 ES L2e 
November ee 146 AS, LAS) 130 
December 148 265 atau sil | 146 
1939 - | 
January 129 14:2 aes 120 | SH 
February 134 141. aS 3 SL 
March 129 139 PAS RIES eye 
April 129 Ui) 112 113 133 
May ron 141 114 sieles) 134 
Number of | 
69 | 14 
| 





establishments 599 102 120 
now furnishing 
returns ee Si Ee ee ee ee 


INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES AND 
i’ QUEENSLAND. 


Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 1933, 
and from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax and returns 
collected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Wales 
has prepared an index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent on 
employment in New South Wales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland 
publishes an index.of employment and unemployment among men wage and salary earners. 

The data for this index are derived from information relating to Unemployment Insurance 
contributions and other sources. The results are given below - 
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NEW SOUTH WALas 


Percentages of Employment _and Unemployinent - 4ll available wage-earnera 
Py tetany Gpiadine a2 cuployel the tail tise oot 
lent _of men engaged part-time on relief works. 
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Percentage of all who are dependent on 
and available for employment 


(a) Including as employed| 
the full-time equivalent 
of all part-time relief 



















(b) Including all part- 
time relief workers 
as unemployed 



































workers 
Emp! oyed | Unemployed 

Census of 30th June, 1933 74.4 2000 

1934 - June oe 80,5 Leb 

1935 - June ee 85.9 14.1 

1936 - June oe 89.3 10,7 
1937 - June ee eles) 6.5 92.3 Tot} 
1938 - May oe 95.8 4.2 94.8 502 
June oe Ged: B'S, Se indk 4.9 
July ee 95.9 4.1 94.9 Bade 
August oe sya) 4,7 94.2 5.8 
September ,. 95.8 4.2 94.8 508 
October ve 95.4 4.6 94.3 Ball 
November es 95.6 4.4 94.6 54 
December oe 96.5 BCS, 95.4 4.6 
1939 - January oe 93.0 ie) 91.9 8.1 
February oe 94.4 Bis 9353 6.7 
March ee 94.2 eo 93.2 6.8 
April aie 94.6 54 Oar 6.5 
May os 94.3 Sat O32. 6.7 








' 
’ 
iq 
a 
3 
3 
i] 
c 
r] 
{ 
i 
j 
5 
i 
{ 


The indexes were revised in November, 1937. In estimating the increase 
in the number of persons dependent on employment allowance is now made for (a) increase 
in the proportion of females who are wage-earners, and (b) youths who were without 
occupation but were not recorded in the wage-earning group at the Census of 1933. 
Adjustment for seasonal variations in employment is not made except in respect of casual 
retail employees in December. 


At the Census of 30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on employment 
returned themselves as unemployed by reason of illness, accident, etc. or "voluntarily". 
This number, representing 1.8 per cent. of all persons dependent on employment is ex- 
cluded from the above indexes, which relate to percentages of available wage-earners, 
employed and unemployed. 


The approximate number of persons in private employment was 478,000 in 
June, 1933; 653,000 in June, 1937; 689,000 in June, 1938; and 683,000 in May, 1939. 


QUEENSLAND 
Employment and Unemployment amone Men Wage and Salary Barners 
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June oe 79.0 PAG) 72.9 Haat 
June 85.0 Sa 0) 80.2 9.8 
June Ar 85.9 IO}A 1 Bbiee 4.8 
June Ae 91.8 fakes 86.4 cop 
June nie 94,3 yout 90.5 9.5 
April be O5a2 | 48 91.6 8.4 
May <p 95.3 Bie! 91.7 8.3 
June 46 95.4 4.6 91.8 Shey 
July ie 95.7 4.3 92.1 7.9 
August ae 95.9 4.1 Vans Tort) 
September sir 96.0 4.0 92.8 TPE: 
October oe Obie 4.5 Bie 6.8 
November 35 95.2 4.8 93.7 6.3 
December aie 94.8 Diet 94.0 6.0 
1939 - January ie ee fee ee Biot 
oy ss 65 75 475 8571 a5 
April 9507 x Be pas 4.6 
6» eS 








The above table is in terms of full-time employment and unemployment. 
Normal seasonal variation is excluded. Allowance is made for the nett growth in the 
number of men dependent on employment. The approximate number of men in employment for 
the three months ended April, 1939, excluding relief workers, was 182,000. 


TASMANIA 3: EMPLOYMENT. 

The following table compiled from the wages tax returns of private em- 
ployers in respect of their employees, whether subject to or not subject to tax, and 
from returns of Commonwealth, State and Local Government employment, gives the best 
measure available of the course of total employment in Tasmania. 










Private [ Public | | Total Employment 
Industry Authorities 


wee Sic edt de 
M. | F. Total LBs | Total 





Period 
















1,763 | 12,561 
1,825 | 12,406 






1936-37 
1937-38 


30,858 | 9,522] 40,380 
34,001 | 10,685 | 44,686 





1937-38 - 









March 11,940] 47,957 L830 )| 123533 
April 11,255 | 46,874 1,841 | 12,387 
May 10,919 | 45,564 1,863 | 12,670 













June 10,675 | 43,642 1,866 | 12,517 










1938-39 (a) - 






















July 10,806 | 45,271 1,873 | 12,464 
August » 10,888 | 45,553 1,863: |. 12,500 
September 10,981} 45,644 1,875 | 12,468 
October 10,522 } 46,183 1,879 ; 12,580 
November 11,131 | 48,497 1,879 | 12,440 
December 11,795 | 50,054 1,843 | 12,571 
January 12,141] 49,596 bere? | 12,086 
February 12,257 | 50,493 1,893 | 12,517 
March 12,368} 53,296 1,903 | 12,540 
oy oka by @ 11,726 | 49,937 Lye95 4 Ve,06e 
May Loli | te j022 








11,419] 49,672 


ae ct oe 


(a) See Note 2 below. 


NOTES. 





l. For each month of completed financial years the figures in the table 
may be regarded as providing a virtually complete record of total employment. They are 
&@ combination of monthly figures received currently and annually, covering both private 
and public employment. They are deficient only to the inappreciable extent that some 
relief and other intermittent workers and domestic workers in private homes are not 
covered by the monthly returns. On the other hand, to the extent that they embrace the 
majority of workers subject to intermittent employment over the whole year, they reflect 
fully the seasonal and all other influences upon employment in Tasmania. 


oie For the months of the present financial year the figures are estimates 
based upon the current monthly movements of all public authority employment and of about 
44 per cent. of total private employment. For a given month the figure of total private 
employment of the corresponding month of the previous year is changed in the ratio of 
the change of the current figure of private employment. The indication of the position 
for all employment in Tasmania given by this technical procedure must be read in the light 
of other indications of current change. 


/UNEMPLOYMENT 


UNEMPLOYMENT 
QUARTER ENDED JUNE, 1939. 


A, The figures relating to unemployment among members of Trade Unions are, 
similarly to those published in the vast, derived from returns furnished by Trade Unions. 


The percentages of recorded unemployment among members of reporting 
Trade Unions for Australia as a whole are given below for the June quarter of 1932, when 
unemployment was at its maximum and for each quarter from June, 1934 onwards - 


AUSTHALTA 

1932 - June quarter 30.0 per cent. 
1934 - June quarter 2009 ” 
September " 20.4 ™ a 
December " 16.8” 
1935 - March quarter esr o. Tar 
June i Lie. 0 # 
September " A ON aie 
December " Weis . 
1936 - March quarter 1244: " " 
June . 12.0 : 
September " lyr O ag as 
December " L0.7 - us 
1937 - March quarter De cay. 
June " Des YH 
5 September " Ces ae 4 
December " Bee : 
1938 - March quarter B0) ™ " 
June ‘i 2 Saad Ky 
September “ San ? ; 
December " 8.9 = ™ ‘ 
1939 — March quarter etsy 
June " Cate . 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each 
quarter, and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the 
latest figures referred to herein relate to the middle of May, 1939. 


Following the peak point (3C per cent.) in unemployment attained in the 
June quarter of 1932 the percentage dropped continuously to 8 per cent. in the March 
Quarter of 1938, the lowest figure since August, 1927, when it was 6.7 per cent. After 
March, 1938, the index commenced to rise again, but has held at about 9.7 per cent. 
during 1939. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 


AUSTRALTA 
Number_and Membershi;y of Trade Unions Reporting and Number and 
Percentage of Unemployed - March quarter, 1929 to June 
guarter, 1939. 
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March | June June | June eepued 

Australia Quarter|Quarter, Quarter| Quarter Ouaree 

1929 “ 1932 | 1933 1938 1938 
















3175 | 396 394 386 394 
420,304 413,272 |415,059 463,748 |468,174 





Number of Unions .. 
Membership oe 
Unemployed - 
Number 
Percentage 






39,159 123,948 ]106,502] 39,464) 42,732 
9.3 30.0 | 25.7 | 8.6 9.2 
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Percentage of Members of Trade Unions Reported _as Unemployed in each 
Bee ea Nerohaue vers 136) ve “dune quarter, 1933. 
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March June June . June Septem- | Decem- March June 
Quarter |Quarter | Quarter |Quarter ee oe Quarter | Quarter 
1929 1932 1933 page. HeUBE ber (Quer eee 
pee See eS 1938 
jo je Wh e of 
New South Wales Bowe 29.6 9. 0.0 LO sete 
Victoria ae PAU Za100 8. 9.7 9.0 
Queensland .. 19.9 IS) Ae Tes Oo af 
South Australia Boe 30.0 ite 0.0 8.8 
Western Australia 30,3 26.0 De salt 655 
Tasmania (a) 27.5 18.4 ie 25 Lov2 
AUSTRALIA: 30,0 O57 8. 2 





(a) Revised Series. These percentages, which replace those hitherto published, 
are based on the returns of reporting unions after excluding certain females 
from Class III (Food, drink, etc.). The females excluded, although sub- 
stantially all employed from January to March, are for the rest of the year 
not "unemployed" in the sense that they are seeking jobs unseccessfully in 
their own industry. They are either employed in other occupations (e.g. 
paid domestic service) or are engaged in home duties. 


This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and contains 
statistics or abstracts thereof comviled and tabulated by the Commonwealth Statistician 
pursuant to the Census and Statistics Act, 1905-1938. 


ROLAND WILSON 
Commonwealth Statistician 


Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 





CANBERRA. A.C.T. 26th July, 1939. 
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